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security hassles," said"ttavers Scott,
amemberoftheOiicago chapter of
Queer Nation, a newly formed miU-
^t homosexual organization re
OTonsible for the actions m l»th
cities. "Emplojrees at Bloonung-
^e's clapped for us, but afew cus
tomers got nastyf'
' Anoffshootofth^uallymiUtant

OTOutf ACT UPttoS Coalition to
Unleash Power), Queer Nation was
punched inMay inNeWfYork. v

The organization — made up or
ybnno homosexua) males andlesbi-
ais^en about their sexual prefer
ences — is springing up in ciues
Sagued by anti-homosexual vio
lence, which it's fighting by con-

!fronting heterosexuals on the
istreets, in "homophobic" bars and

4/Baice clubs, and at shopping maUs
tad other public places.
• "We plantoconfront homophopia

' wherever we find it," saidTbm Flint,
i a member ofQueer Nation's Seattle

chapter. Heacknowledged such con-
^ntation could be dangerous m
some of the blue-collar bars the

"group plans to visit. "Thats why
. we'll be going with a large number
•ofpeople —70 or so," hesaid.
; MattNagel, Mr. Flint's roommate
i and official spokesman for Queer
' Nation's Seattle chapter, put it tlus

way: "We're going to homophobic
' bars, we're going to pack them, we're
; going to be openly affectionate,
1vBC're going to dance together and
Imake it uncomfortable for all the
1straight people there."
• Mr. Flint said there have been
; problems in Seattle with "gay-
<bashing" by skinheads and mem-
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case, a bouncer triedtobardiem.
The forays tostraightbarsareim

portant, Mr. Blotcher said. "T^^"
no reason gaysand lesbians si^q
be relegatedto gaybars."

Queer Nation also believes it^im
portant forhomosexuals tocomeout
ofthe closet "We wanttoencoi^e
people to come outandbe visible,
Mr. Flintsaid."We wanttoletperale
know we contribute to the commu
nity^

mization. Based in waBninyiuii,
ts and lobbies Congress for such le^
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day: "We fight against people who
bash. They have to throw the furst
punch. Violence isnot at thecore of
ourbeing, but we won't shirkfrom
defendingourselves."

During a march in June, some
members of Queer Nation got in
volved in "skirmishes with by
standers, who threw bottles and
abused them physicaUy or verbaUy.
"This was a march toprotest pMh-
ing," Mr. Blotcher said, "and I feel
theangerwasjustified."

Members of Queer Nation also
have encountered problems --
"ranging from sneers to verbal
abuse" in some oftheheterosexual
bars they've visited, he said. In one

bersoftheAryan Nations group, fo
May, the FBI arrested three people
inAryan Nations and charged them
with conspiracy tobomb thelargest
say barintheNorthwest. Its called
Neighbors, and it's here inSeattle.
The trial is going on right now in
Boise,Idaho," he said.

Becauseof such difficulties, Mr
Flint said, Queer Nation has started
street patrols of homosexuals spe-
ciaUy trained by the Guardian An
gels. "We aren't outlooking for trou
ble," he said, "but we'll intervene
whenaggression occurs."

Jay Blotcher, spokesman for
Queer Nation's New York chapter,
said in a telephoneinterviewyester-

nation's largesthomosexualpoUtic^
organization, said: "Queer Natioh
serves » useful purpose. Tb a larg&^
ex^t, bowopbobia ^ b^sed on ^
lac«ofknowledge thatgays andles
bians exist."

"Weneed to be integrated into so
ciety?' Mr. King said. "Shock troops."
such as Queer Nation, can nwp
achieve that, he said.

Mr. Scott saidQueerNation isfre-
quentiy criticized for going xm fat.
"Some we're shoving it into
otiier people's faqes. They say heter
osexuals don'tholdkiss-ins. Butwe
haveto do tilingsthat are so <mtira-
geous and extireme sogays anales
bians can go anywhere they want
andotherswont bat an eye."

Mar^ liebman, a leading am-
servative who recentiy adoiwl-
edged his homosexuality, said hels
not an extiremist but does
demn Queer Nation's tactics. The
civil rights mowment hadextirem-
istslike Stokely Carmichael.. •and
ttosepeople really moved things.

George Duff, president ofthe^
attieChamberofCommerce, saidhe
hasnoobjections to Queer NatiraTs
activities in that cityas longm they
dont turndisruptive or harmfuL


